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THE  FORDS  OF  CUMMINGTON  HILL 


PREFACE 


This  sketch  is  the  result  of  a  trip  to  Gumming  ton  in  1953, 
which  had  two  objectives,  first,  to  locate  the  old  Ford  homesites, 
using  notes  written  by  Lewis  and  Horace  Ford,  second,  to  complete 
data,  started  by  Mrs.  Horatio  Ford,  on  the  Cummington  Ford  fami¬ 
lies.  A  now  familiar  pattern  of  events  began:  the  trip  did  furnish 
some  of  the  answers,  but  it  also  raised  other  questions  and  problems, 
led  to  much  correspondence  and  to  more  study  and  continued  trips  to 
Cummington.  Gradually,  the  story  of  the  Cummington  Fords  develop¬ 
ed,  and,  although  it  was  not  entirely  complete  nor  were  all  sources  of 
information  exhausted,  I  decided  to  try  to  relate  it,  for  my  own  satis¬ 
faction,  as  well  as  for  others  who  might  be  interested. 

Many  people  have  assisted  in  this  enterprise,  directly  or 
indirectly.  I  put  my  own  family  first  on  the  list  of  those  to  be  thanked. 
I  appreciate  their  patience  in  listening  to  my  tales  of  the  Fords  and 
their  forbearance  in  allowing  me  to  work  at  my  hobby  and  to  go  off  on 
repeated  genealogical  expeditions.  Special  thanks  are  due  to  friends 
in  western  Massachusetts,  Mrs.  Frank  Davis  Sr.,  Mrs.  Frank  Davis 
Jr.  ,  Miss  Mildred  Bates,  Mrs.  Olive  Thayer,  Mrs.  Hubbel  Allen, 
Mrs.  Walter  Corbin  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Mason  (now  deceased);  also  to 
the  descendants  and  connections  of  the  Cleveland  families,  who  helped 
me  fill  in  missing  information,  particularly  to  Mr.  H.  B.  Fay  Jr.  , 
Mrs.  Charles  Forbes,  Mrs.  David  Dennison,  Mrs.  Charles  Gleason, 
Mrs.  Herbert  Moatz,  Mrs.  Edwin  L.  Ford,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Scofield, 
Mrs.  Lawrence  Scofield,  Mrs.  Raymond  Sherwin,  and  Mr.  Daniel 
B.  Ford. 


I  feel  most  grateful  to  all  those  in  the  libraries  and  court¬ 
houses  where  I  have  worked,  especially  to  Miss  Harriet  Scofield  at 
the  Western  Reserve  Historical  Society  library,  who  have  given  me 
continuous  advice  and  assistance.  I  feel,  also,  that  Mr.  Meredith 
Colket's  genealogical  workshops  at  the  Western  Reserve  Historical 
Society  have  given  me  much  encouragement  in  my  endeavor  to  write 
family  history. 

For  the  errors  in  this  wqrk,  I  beg  the  reader's  pardon; 
for  the  awkward  phrases  or  misinterpretations  of  records,  I  ask  his 
indulgence;  for  the  facts  omitted,  I  crave  more  time  and  leisure  in 
which  to  search  them  out. 


Elizabeth  Cobb  Stewart 
(Mrs.  James  R.  ) 


February  25,  1959. 
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FORD  GENEALOGY 


ANDREW  (1)  FORD,  b  c  1621  England,  d  Mar.  4  1693  Hingham,  Mass.  , 
m  c  1646  Elinor  Lovell,  b  c  1628/29  England,  d  date  unknown.  The  Fords 
lived  in  Weymouth,  Mass.,  and  had  13  children,  Mary,  James,  Andrew, 

Joseph,  Samuel,  Nathaniel,  Ebenezer,  Silence,  Prudence,  Jacob,  Elizabeth, 
Israel,  Sarah. 

ANDREW  (2)  FORD,  son  of  Andrew  and  Elinor,  b  c  1650/51  Weymouth, 

d  Aug.  24  1725  Abington,  Mass.  ,  m  c  1679/80  Abia _ _ ,  no  record  of  b  or  d. 

Andrew  moved  c  1680  to  Ford's  Farms  (now  Abington);  he  had  6  children, 

Andrew,  Sarah,  Hezekiah,  Thankful,  Abia,  Lydia. 

HEZEKIAH  (3)  FORD,  son  of  Andrew  and  Abia,  b  Apr.  28  1687  Weymouth, 
d  Nov.  3  1721  Abington,  m  (1)  Mar.  19  1712/13  Bridgewater,  Ruth  Whitmarsh, 
b  Mar.  18  1691  Weymouth,  d  Feb.  15  1717/18  Abington,  m  (2)  Dec.  8  1720 
Scituate,  Sarah  Magoun,  b  c  1695,  d  date  unknown.  Hezekiah  had  3  children  by 
his  first  wife,  -  Hezekiah,  Ruth,  Mary,  -  and  one  child  by  the  second  marriage, 

-  James. 

HEZEKIAH  (4)  FORD,  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Ruth,  b  Nov.  12  1713,  Abington, 
d  Jan.  8  1785  Cummington,  Mass.  ,  m  Nov.  22  1733  Abington,  Deborah  Beals, 
b  Apr.  9  1715  Weymouth,  d  July  29  1802  Cummington.  Hezekiah,  with  wife 
and  daughter  Mary,  moved  to  Cummington  in  1774.  He  had  8  children,  Hezekiah, 
Amos,  Deborah,  Huldey,  Abiah,  Nehemiah,  Ruth,  Mary. 

HEZEKIAH  (5)  FORD,  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Debora'h,  b  Dec.  10  1734 
Abington,  d  Feb.  8  1826  Cummington,  m  June  27  1759  Wrentham,  Sarah  Fisher, 
b  Dec.  27  1730  Wrentham,  d  July  4  1808  Cummington.  Hezekiah  brought  his 
wife  and  6  children  to  Cummington  in  1774.  His  children  were  Hezekiah,  Huldah, 
Sarah,  Amos ,  Huldah  2nd,  Chloe,  Ruth, 

HEZEKIAH  (6)  FORD,  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Sarah,  b  Dec.  27  1759  Abington, 
d  Dec.  19  1848  Cleveland,  O.  ,  m  Feb.  4  1787  Abington,  Huldah  Cobb,  b  Apr.  11 
1764  Abington,  d  Sept.  11  1835  Cummington.  Hezekiah  moved  to  Cummington 
with  his  father  in  1774;  he  had  9  children  born  there,  Ansel,  Cyrus  and  Darius, 
Otis ,  Hannah,  Delia,  Otis  2nd,  Roxy,  Lewis. 

CYRUS  (7)  FORD,  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Huldah,  b  May  16  1790  Cummington, 
d  Apr.  13  1864  Cleveland,  m  Oct.  23  1817  Cummington,  Clarissa  Whitmarsh, 
b  Oct.  21  1792  Cummington,  d  Oct.  26  1874  Cleveland.  Cyrus  had  6  sons  born 
in  Cummington,  -  Horace,  Hojratio  Cyrus,  Henry,  Francis,  Lewis,  George;  he 
moved  his  family  to  Ohio  in  1837-38. 


(The  names  of  those  who  lived  in  Cummington  are  underlined.  ) 
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THE  FORDS  OF  CUMMINGTON  HILL 


A  year  before  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolutionary  War  in  America,  three 
generations  of  Fords,  father,  son  and  grandson,  all  named  Hezekiah,  moved 
from  eastern  Massachusetts  to  "Tract  No.  5"  in  the  Berkshires,  and  settled  on 
Gumming  ton  Hill.  In  the  course  of  time,  the  youngest  Hezekiah  raised  a  family 
of  four  boys,  one  of  whom  was  named  Cyrus.  The  purpose  of  this  sketch  is  to 
describe  the  lives  and  families  of  these  four  generations  of  Fords  who  lived  in 
Cummington,  -  the  three  Hezekiahs  and  Cyrus.  A  genealogy  of  the  Ford  family 
is  given  on  the  first  page  to  help  the  reader  untangle  these  families. 

This  is  not  an  exhaustive  genealogical  study,  but  rather  an  informal 
arrangement  of  materials  at  hand.  The  recorded  statistics  of  births,  marriages 
and  deaths  have  been  used,  as  they  appear  in  copies  of  the  Cummington  Town 
records,  in  the  possession  of  Frank  Davis,  Jr.  ,  the  Town  Clerk.  Details  of 
lives  and  personalities  have  been  filled  in  from  family  traditions  and  recollec¬ 
tions  of  Ford  descendants  and  friends.  This  information  was  collected  from 
letters  and  written  accounts  belonging  to  the  Ford  family.  The  family  owns  an 
especially  valuable  collection  of  "Pioneer  Letters,"  written,  for  the  most  part, 
to  and  from  Cyrus,  in  Ohio,  and  his  younger  brother,  Lewis,  in  Cummington. 
Most  of  these  letters  have  been  looked  at  and  some  interesting  bits  of  family 
information  have  been  gathered  from  them.  But  it  remains  for  the  patient 
reader  and  researcher  to  transcribe  these  on  the  typewriter  and  perhaps  to 
uncover  new  material  on  the  Fords,  their  personalities  and  history.  Primary 
and  secondary  sources  used  in  writing  this  paper  will  be  listed  in  a  bibliography 
to  satisfy  the  interested  or  curious  reader. 

Before  relating  the  lives  of  the  Fords,  it  is  important  to  tell  something 
of  Cummington,  its  history  and  its  early  settlers.  Cummington  is  located  in  the 
Berkshires,  once  called  the  "horrid  hills"  of  western  Massachusetts.  The 


. 
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elevation  of  these  hills  is  not  so  great,  but  they  are  very  steep  and  cut  up  by 
many  valleys.  One  Ford  recalls  that  on  the  road  to  his  farm  there  was  only  one 
place  where  a  wagon  would  stand  still  without  having  its  brakes  on.  The  abrupt 
angles  cause  even  the  modern  drivers  to  gasp  and  the  powerful  cars  to  slow 
down.  Cummington's  climate  has  been  characterized  as  short  and  pleasant 
summers,  long  and  dreary  winters.  Lewis  Ford  notes  in  1836  the  snow  was  so 
deep  he  could  drive  his  sled  over  the  tops  of  the  fences:  in  1841  and  '43  it  was 
May  before  the  "snow  went  off  west  of  my  house.  " 

Cummington  was  originally  " Tract  No.  5",  an  unincorporated,  thickly 
wooded  territory.  "Tract  No.  5"  was  purchased  by  Col.  John  Cummings  of 
Concord  from  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  June  2,  1762  for  1800 
pounds.  The  first  meeting  of  the  proprietors  was  held  in  Concord  in  December 
of  that  year.  The  proprietors  were  careful  organizers;  they  made  plans  for  the 
settlement  of  their  tract,  appointed  committees  on  roads,  on  public  worship  and 
other  matters.  Many  of  them  moved  to  "No.  5"  and  proprietor's  meetings  were 
held  there  from  1771  on.  Settlement  of  "No.  5"  was  largely  accomplished 
between  1762  and  1771.  The  pioneers  were  from  Hardwick,  in  central  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  from  Abington  and  Bridgewater,  Weymouth  and  Hingham,  towns 
south  of  Boston,  in  eastern  Massachusetts.  In  1779,  the  town  was  incorporated, 
calling  itself  Cummington,  -  in  the  early  days,  Cummingston,  -  after  the 
original  purchaser. 

Cummington  followed  the  pattern  of  many  of  the  Berkshire  hilltop  towns 
and  enjoyed  a  period  of  rapid  expansion  and  prosperity  up  to  Civil  War  times. 

Its  economy  was  based  on  agriculture.  When  the  original  forest  had  been  cleared, 
the  soil  was  very  rich  and  yielded  good  crops  for  a  number  of  years.  The  hill 
farms  were  less  subject  to  frost  than  the  valley  lands  and  they  did  not  have  to  be 
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drained.  Industry  grew  up  along  with  agriculture:  there  were  cotton  mills, 
woolen  mills,  gristmills  and  saw  mills,  tanneries  and  factories  for  wood  pro¬ 
ducts.  Power  was  furnished  by  the  streams,  tributaries  of  the  Westfield  River 
system.  Merino  sheep  were  raised  for  their  wool.  After  the  Civil  War,  Cumm  - 
ington’s  economy  began  to  collapse,  and  its  population  to  decline.  Many  factors 
were  involved:  most  important  were  the  industrialization  of  the  whole  United 
States,  the  growth  of  the  railroads,  and  the  lure  of  the  West,  all  of  which  tended 
to  minimize  the  importance  of  an  inaccessible  mountain  community.  Today, 
Cummington  has  a  population  of  about  600,  roughly  equal  in  size  to  the  village  of 
Revolutionary  times.  It  has  a  special  interest  for  Clevelanders,  as  it  was  the 
birthplace,  in  1846,  of  Y/orcester  L.  Warner,  founder  of  the  Warner  and  Swasey 
Company. 

Cummington* s  early  settlers  were  men  and  women  of  independent  spirit, 
Puritans  in  religion,  farmers  by  occupation.  They  managed  local  affairs  in 
their  town  meetings,  organized  a  town  church,  and  aided  the  patriot's  cause  in 
the  struggle  between  the  colonies  and  England.  The  town  meeting  records  begin 
in  1779,  when  Cummington  was  incorporated  and  copies  are  in  the  possession  of 
the  Town  Clerk.  Early  meetings  were  held  in  the  homes  of  the  pioneers.  In 
1780,  we  read,  the  "Freeholders  and  other  inhabitants"  were  asked  to  assemble 
at  the  "Dwelling  Hows  of  Lieut.  Hezekiah  Fords." 

The  town  records  show  that  the  first  meetinghouse  or  church  in  Cumm¬ 
ington  was  a  log  building  near  David  Tirrell's.  The  second  meetinghouse  stood 
east  of  William  Cullen  Bryant's  birthplace:  today,  a  monument  to  the  poet,  on 
Potash  Hill  Road,  marks  the  site  of  his  birth.  On  November  28,  1791,  plans 
were  made  for  the  third  meetinghouse.  In  town  meeting,  it  was  "voted  to  build 
a  meeting-house  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  by  Mr.  Hezekiah  Ford's  house; 
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voted  to  move  the  old  house  to  this  place,  and  make  a  porch  in  front  of  it.  This 
seems  to  have  been  done,  for  further  arrangements  about  pews  are  soon  after 
made,  and  this  was  the  house  that  stood  so  long  above  the  pound.  "  Jacob  Porter 
describes  it  as  a  neat  wooden  building,  with  a  bell,  handsomely  painted.  Lewis 
Ford  says:  "The  Old  Meetinghouse  on  the  Hill  was  built  in  1793,  this  being  on 
the  front  of  the  pulpit,  also  the  picture  of  a  Fox  near  a  vine,  whose  grapes  he 
could  not  quite  reach  -  coming  to  the  conclusion  they  were  sour.  " 

In  the  1830's,  the  town  church  split  into  three  separate  groups,  and  the 
town  meeting  ceased  to  have  control  of  the  church  business  after  about  1833. 

The  many  steep  hills  and  valleys  which  divided  the  town  of  Cummington  made  it 
very  difficult  for  the  early  settlers  to  agree  and  stay  agreed  on  one  central 
church.  The  Old  Meetinghouse  on  the  Hill  was  sold  at  auction.  Lewis  Ford 
recalls  that  the  House  brought  $113.57,  the  land  $25.  00,  and  the  bell  $250.00. 

He  goes  on  to  comment:  "...the  Congregational  Church  of  Cumminton  (that  is, 
a  society  for  making  men  like  Christ,  earth  like  heaven,  the  kingdom  of  the 
world  the  kingdom  of  Christ)  became  divided  and  in  '38  and  '39  three  buildings 
were  erected,  one  in  West  Village,  one  on  the  Hill  and  one  in  the  City,  as  it  was 
then  called  -  and  these  buildings  were  called  Churches  and  thus  was  the  church 
increased  but  whether  devotion  to  God,  brotherly  love  and  general  prosperity 
were  increased  in  like  ratio  is  a  question.  "  Today,  the  site  of  the  Old  Meeting¬ 
house  is  marked  by  a  stone  at  the  top  of  Cummington  Hill. 

The  first  minister  installed  in  Cummington  was  James  Briggs.  He  had 
graduated  at  Yale,  and  preached  in  Cummington  from  1777  until  his  death  in 
1825.  Lewis  Ford  says:  "The  town  voted  him  '200  acres  of  good  land'  (the  farm 
on  which  Daniel  Dawes  now  lives)  and  L.  50  in  rye  at  3s  4d  per  bsh.  for  settle¬ 
ment,  and  L.  50  the  first  year  in  rye  at  3s  4d.  Beef  at  20  s.  per  cwt.  and  Flax 
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at  8d  per  lb.  In  1800  his  salary  was  $250.  "  His  house  still  stands  on  Potash 
Hill  Road,  and  is  occupied  by  the  Cummington  Art  School  (1954). 
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Besides  the  Congregationalists,  there  were,  in  Cummington,  in  the 
early  1800' s,  a  few  Baptists.  Their  church  was  organized  in  1821,  with  three 
Whitmans  as  early  members,  Samuel,  Freedom  and  Polly.  The  Baptists  built 
a  church  in  1823.  Lewis  Ford  has  this  account  of  it:  "  1823  the  Baptist  House 
was  built;  at  the  raising  of  the  frame,  Mr.  Land,  the  builder  had  the  East  bent 
pinned  together  and  all  his  help  placed  to  raise  it,  he  standing  on  the  frame 
whence  he  would  be  near  the  top  when  it  was  up  -  cried  "Heave  it  up  -  Heave  it 
up!"  but  we  could  only  raise  it  breast  high.  "Heave  it  up"  he  cried  again  but 
could  not  make  it  go  another  inch.  We  had  not  had  rum  enough  or  strength 
enough.  We  blocked  it  up  and  waited  for  reinforcements.  "  He  went  on  to 
comment:  "It  took  a  good  deal  of  rum  in  those  days  to  raise  a  building  -  a  good 
deal  to  do  the  haying.  "  Almost  seventy  years  later,  in  Indiana,  a  descendant  of 
this  Whitman  family,  Bryant  Freeman  Whitman,  married  a  granddaughter  of 
Cyrus  Ford's,  Kate  Cordelia  Ford. 

The  early  settlers  of  Cummington  were  enthusiastic  patriots.  In  1774, 
they  chose  three  citizens  as  a  Revolutionary  Committee  of  Corr espondance, 
secured  a  barrel  of  powder,  fifty  pounds  of  lead,  and  furnished  their  required 
proportion  of  soldiers.  Throughout  the  war,  they  continued  to  send  supplies 
and  soldiers  to  aid  the  colonial  cause.  August  3,  1781,  "Met  at  the  house  of 
Hezekiah  Ford.  Voted  to  hire  four  soldiers  for  three  months,  and  Dr.  James 
Bradish,  Capt.  Nathan  Snow,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Ford  were  named  as  committee 
for  that  purpose.  " 

Having  taken  a  look  at  early  Cummington,  it  is  now  time  to  turn  to  the 
principal  characters  of  this  sketch,  the  Fords.  These  men  were  all  farmers, 
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practical  and  hard-working;  most  of  their  time  and  energy  was  given  to  the 
management  and  development  of  their  farms.  They  were  plain  people  in  speech 
and  dress,  modest  and  devoid  of  show.  They  had  pride  in  their  community,  their 
church  and  their  country,  and  a  sense  of  responsibility  to  all  of  these.  One  friend 
pays  them  this  compliment,  -  the  Fords  pay  their  debts  and  tell  the  truth.  They 
belonged  to  the  middle  class.  G.  Stanley  Hall,  writing  of  the  Berkshire  hilltop 
towns,  says  that  there  the  "great  middle  class"  was  "all  contolling" ;  that  it 
"bred  patriotism,  conservatism  and  independence."  He  felt  that  the  Berkshire 
"farm  was  a  great  laboratory,  tending  perhaps  rather  more  to  develop  scientific 
than  literary  tastes;  cultivating  persistency,  if  at  the  expense  of  versatility." 

The  immigrant  ancestor  of  this  Ford  family,  Andrew  (1)  Ford,  had 
settled  in  Weymouth,  south  of  Boston,  in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

His  son,  Andrew  (2),  had  moved  a  few  miles  south,  living  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
present  town  of  Abington.  The  second  Andrew's  son,  Hezekiah  (3),  died,  age  32, 
in  Abington.  This  Hezekiah  was  followed,  in  the  direct  family  line,  by  the  three 
Hezekiahs  and  Cyrus,  who  all  lived  in  Cummington. 

The  Ford  emigration  into  Cummington  took  place  on  June  20,  1774. 

Three  generations  of  Fords  moved  from  Abington,  in  eastern  Massachusetts,  to 
"Tract  No.  5,"  in  the  Berkshire  Hills,  -  Lieut.  Hezekiah  (4)  Ford,  with  his  wife 
and  daughter,  and  his  son,  Hezekiah  (5)  Ford  Jr.  ,  with  this  wife  and  six  children. 
Lieut.  Hezekiah  Ford  was  sixty  years  old  when  he  came  to  Cummington,  his  wife, 
Deborah,  was  fifty-nine.  With  them  was  their  youngest  child,  Mary,  who,  shortly 
after  their  arrival,  married  Capt.  Edmund  Lazell  and  raised  a  large  family  in 
Cummington.  The  family  of  their  oldest  child,  Hezekiah  Jr.  ,  will  be  described 
below.  Lieut.  Hezekiah  and  Deborah  had  six  other  children.  Of  Amos,  the 
second  son,  nothing  is  known  but  his  birthdate,  1735;  it  is  presumed  he  died  young. 
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Two  others,  Abiah  and  Nehemiah,  died  in  infancy.  Huldah  married  David  Cobb 
in  Abington;  she  died  there,  before  she  was  twenty.  Ruth  married  Ephraim 
Stetson  of  Abington.  Deborah  married  Solomon  Shaw  in  Abington,  and  later 
moved  to  Plainfield,  originally  part  of  Cummington,  where  she  and  her  husband 
both  died. 

What  caused  Hezekiah  (4)  and  his  family  to  leave  Abington  is  not  known: 
probably  his  motives  were  similar  to  those  of  other  pioneers,  -  desire  for  better 
farmlands,  and  greater  opportunities,  economic  and  social.  In  Abington, 

Hezekiah  had  inherited  lands  from  his  father,  Hezekiah  (3),  and  his  grandfather, 
Andrew  (2).  He  had  been  a  partner  in  the  Land  Bank  of  1740  and  had  been 
required,  in  1763,  to  pay,  in  the  Suffolk  Court,  an  assessment  levied  on  the 
directors  and  partners  of  that  Bank.  He  had  served  in  the  second  regiment  of 
the  Plymouth  County  militia,  at  the  time  of  the  French  and  Indian  Wars.  His 
name  is  found  on  a  list  of  officers,  rank,  Lieutenant,  Capt.  Daniel  Read's 
(No.  Abington)  Co.  ,  Col.  Thomas  Clapp's  regiment.  He  was  always  known  as 
"Lieutenant"  Hezekiah  Ford. 

Undoubtedly,  in  Cummington,  Lieut.  Hezekiah  was  a  respected  elder 
citizen.  Mention  has  been  made  of  the  fact  that  his  house  was  used  for  town 
meetings  and  Lewis  Ford  says  his  barn  was  used  for  religious  gatherings  in 
early  times.  At  one  town  meeting,  1780,  a  committee  was  chosen  to  make 
remarks  on  the  Constitution,  and  Lieut.  Hezekiah  was  one  of  the  members.  His 
Will,  made  August  25,  1783,  showed  that  he  owned  land  and  buildings,  household 
furnishings,  outdoor  moveables  and  stock  and  a  pew  in  the  meetinghouse.  He  was 
fair-minded  and  thoughtful;  although  his  son  received  the  bulk  of  the  property, 
according  to  the  English  custom,  he  made  provision  for  his  wife  during  her  life¬ 
time,  and  remembered  his  daughters  with  money  and  his  "Indoor  moveables." 
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In  addition,  he  was  able  to  write  his  own  name,  -  a  not  too  common  accomplish¬ 
ment  in  those  days.  Hezekiah's  Will  and  executor's  bonds  are  in  the  probate 
records  in  Northampton. 

Lieut.  Hezekiah  (4)  lived  eleven  years  after  moving  to  Cummington;  he 
died  January  6,  1785.  His  stone  is  in  the  Dawes  cemetery,  on  Potash  Hill  Road, 

-  also  known  as  the  old  cemetery  on  Cummington  Hill,  -  and  is  the  only  Ford 
stone  of  this  family  so  far  found  in  Cummington.  Underneath  the  carving  of  a 
doleful-looking  face  is  inscribed  "Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Lieu^  Hezekiah  Ford 
who  died  Jan*T  6^  1785  in  the  72^  year  of  his  Age."  Hezekiah's  wife,  Deborah, 
died  July  29,  1802,  in  Cummington. 

The  location  of  an  early  Ford  house  in  Cummington  is  known  from  the 
notes  of  Lewis  (7)  Ford  and  his  nephew,  Horace  (8)  Ford.  Presumably,  this  is 
the  house  owned  by  Lieut.  Hezekiah  and  willed  by  him  to  his  son,  Hezekiah  Jr. 

It  is  not  standing  today,  but  its  site  can  be  easily  found.  It  was  located  where 
the  village  pound  was  subsequently  built.  In  the  early  days,  "pounds"  were  small 
pieces  of  land,  usually  walled  in,  into  which  stray  animals  were  put,  until  their 
owners  paid  for  their  keep  and  any  damage  they  might  have  done.  The  walls  of 
the  old  "pound"  are  still  standing,  a  few  feet  back  from  the  north  side  of  Potash 
Hill  Road,  a  short  way  up  from  the  Briggs  house.  This  location  was  near  the 
center  of  the  old  hilltop  town,  about  125  yards  east  of  the  old  Meetinghouse  on  the 
Hill.  The  old  town  on  Cummington  Hill  consisted  of  the  Meetinghouse,  a  commons 
and  a  store.  The  farms  of  the  early  settlers  were  scattered  around  it,  some  of 
them  at  a  considerable  distance.  The  Fords  centered  their  interests  and 
property  in  this  hilltop  area. 

Among  the  records  of  the  Cummington  Town  Clerk  is  a  list  of  "Names 
of  Persons  who  bid  off  the  Pews  in  the  Meeting  house  with  their  no's  and  Price.  " 
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There  is  no  date  for  this,  just  a  note  that  it  was  taken  from  the  original  plan*  It 
contains  the  names  of  many  of  the  old  settlers:  "No.  2.  Hezekiah  Ford  $57.  «  .  . 

No.  20  Jacob  Whitmar sh  $25.  ...No.  30  David  Cobb  $19.50  ."  It  seems 
probable  that  this  list  belongs  to  the  third  meetinghouse  of  1793:  Jacob  Whitmarsh 
came  to  Cummington  about  1784  and  David  Cobb  about  1788. 

The  second  generation  of  Fords  to  live  in  Cummington  included  the 
family  of  Hezekiah  (5)  Jr.  Hezekiah  Jr.  was  forty  years  old  in  1774,  when  he, 
with  his  wife,  Sarah,  and  six  children,  accompanied  his  father,  Hezekiah  (4),  to 
Cummington.  His  children  then  ranged  in  age  from  fourteen  and  a  half  years  to 
five  months.  A  daughter,  Huldah,  had  died  in  infancy  in  Abington.  The  family 
of  their  eldest  son,  Hezekiah,  will  be  described  below.  Their  daughter,  Sarah, 
married  Martin  Rice  of  Charlemont;  they  had  seven  children,  and  moved,  about 
1808,  to  Vermont  and  later  to  Lorraine,  Jefferson  County,  New  York.  Amos 
married  his  first  cousin,  Molly  Stetson  of  Abington,  and  moved  to  Windsor, 
where  he  had  a  hundred  acre  farm  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  town.  A  second 
daughter  named  Huldah  married  Daniel  Lincoln  Pratt  of  Plainfield;  they  had  six 
children,  and  moved,  in  the  early  1800’s  to  Ohio,  Chloe  married  (1)  Moses 
Bates  of  Cummington,  (2)  Greenwood  Brown  of  Goshen;  no  surviving  children, 

Ruth  married  Nathan  Orcutt  of  Cummington;  no  children  known  of. 

Hezekiah  (5)  had  served  in  the  French  and  Indian  War,  at  the  battle  of 
Ticonderoga.  The  official  records  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  show 
that  Hezekiah  Ford  Jr,  of  Abington  enlisted  April  3,  1758,  in  Capt.  Abel  Kean's 
company,  Col.  Thomas  Doty's  regiment,  "raised  for  the  reduction  of  Canada." 

He  was  a  private;  was  discharged  October  2,  1758.  The  battle  of  Ticonderoga 
took  place  July  8,  1758,  General  Abercrombie,  with  a  superior  force  of  British 
and  colonial  troops,  attempted  to  take  the  French  fort,  Carillon,  at  Ticonderoga, 
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from  General  Montcalm.  The  British  strategy  of  a  frontal  attack  proved  disas¬ 
trous,  and  General  Abercrombie  was  forced  to  withdraw  after  heavy  losses. 
Hezekiah  Jr.  was  twenty-three  and  a  half  years  old  at  the  time.  Hezekiah’s 
grandson,  Lewis,  recalled  that  his  grandfather  had  owned  a  large  powder  horn 
which  he  had  used  in  the  war  and  had  carved  with  pictures  and  writing.  Lewis's 
second  wife,  Florintha,  remembered  that  the  powder  horn  was  in  a  historical 
society  at  Worcester,  Massachusetts.  Letters  were  written  to  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society  and  the  Worcester  Historical  Society,  and  the  horn  was 
located  in  the  latter.  The  Historical  Society  had  no  record  of  the  original  donor, 
except  that  they  had  received  the  horn  about  1928  from  the  Antiquarian  Society. 

The  Antiquarian  Society  was  not  able  to  furnish  any  further  information.  The 
Historical  Society  sent  the  following  description  of  the  horn:  it  is  eleven  inches 
long,  the  large  end  about  two  and  three  quarters  inches  in  diameter.  The  small 
end  is  broken  off;  one  half  the  large  end  has  one  large  hole  bored  in  it.  The 
carving  on  it  is  very  faint  and  includes  a  couple  of  small  sailing  ships  and  the 
following  inscription: 

A  +  B  +  JULY  +  Y  2  +  1758  +  HEZEKI 
FORD  HIS  -  HORN  JULY  -  YB  1758 
TICONDEROGUE  -  FIGH  -  BEGAN  -  AT 
TEN  -  A  AND  -  ENDED  -  AT  -  FIVE  -  ACLOCK 
AND  -  THEIR  -  WAS  -  KILLD  -  AND  -  WOUNDE 

Hezekiah  (5)  was  a  farmer,  like  his  father.  He  also  seems  to  have  had 
some  skill  with  his  hands;  George  Ford  says  he  fashioned  hand-made  nails  for 
the  growing  community  of  Cummington,  In  1787,  the  year  his  eldest  son  was 
married,  he  deeded  him  half  the  Cummington  property;  eight  years  later,  in 
1795,  he  deeded  him  the  remaining  Cummington  property.  This  was  an  old 
custom,  which  obviated  the  writing  of  a  will.  The  rleed  records  are  in  Northampton, 
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but  there  are  no  probate  records  there  for  Hezekiah  (5).  He  died  on  his  son's 
farm,  February  8,  1826,  aged  ninety-two;  his  wife,  Sarah,  had  died  July  4,  1808. 

The  following  recollections  of  Hezekiah  (5)  are  written  by  his  great- 
grandson,  Horace  Ford.  Horace  first  describes  the  location  of  the  Ford  house, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  road  at  the  foot  of  a  hill.  Then  he  says  that  his  great¬ 
grandfather's  room  "was  in  the  south  west  corner,  facing  the  street,  with  two 
south  windows.  He  used  to  sit  in  a  window  in  the  corner  of  the  room,  in  an  old- 
fashioned  chair,  the  Bible  upon  his  knees,  old-fashioned  specs  on  top  of  his  head, 
and  one  foot  in  a  chair.  " 

The  third  generation  of  Fords  in  Cummington  was  the  family  of  another 
Hezekiah,  who  will  be  designated  Hezekiah  (6),  to  distinguish  him  from  his  father 
and  grandfather.  Hezekiah  (6)  was  fourteen  and  a  half-years  old,  when  he  came 
to  Cummington  with  his  parents,  his  paternal  grandparents  and  his  younger 
brother  and  sisters.  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  twice,  once,  in  the 
summer  before  he  was  eighteen,  the  second  time,  in  the  summer  before  his 
twentieth  birthday.  The  abstract  of  the  official  Massachusetts  record  reads: 
"Ford,  Hezekiah.  Private,  Capt.  William  Ward's  (Plantation  No.  5)  co.  ,  (late) 
Col.  Ezra  May's  regt;  enlisted  Aug.  17,  1777;  discharged  Aug.  22  1777;  service 
5  days;  company  marched  to  Bennington  on  an  alarm;.  .  .  "  August  seventeenth, 
the  day  of  Hezekiah' s  enlistment,  was  the  day  after  the  battle  of  Bennington,  On 
August  sixteenth,  the  American  forces  of  Vermont,  New  Hampshire  and 
Massachusetts  troops,  under  General  John  Stark,  had  defeated  some  British 
detachments,  sent  by  General  Burgoyne  to  capture  the  American  stores  at 
Bennington.  On  August  thirteenth,  General  Stark  had  sent  out  a  call  for  all 
militia  in  the  vicinity  to  come  to  Bennington,  and  Hezekiah  had  undoubtedly  en¬ 
listed  in  response  to  this  appeal. 
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Again,  the  official  Massachusetts  abstract  reads:  "Ford,  Hezekiah. 
Private,  .  .  .  Capt.  Benjamin  Bonney's  co.  ,  Col.  Elisha  Porter's  (Hampshire  Co.  ) 
regt;  enlisted  July  21,  1779;  discharged  Aug,  27,  1779;  service,  42  days,  travel 
included,  at  New  London,  Conn.  ;  roll  dated  Chesterfield.  "  It  was  in  early  July 
of  1779  that  Commodore  George  Collier,  commander  in  chief  of  His  Majesty's 
ships  and  vessels  on  the  coast,  and  Major  General  William  Tryon,  commander 
of  His  Majesty's  land  forces  and  acting  governor  of  New  York,  had  attacked  New 
Haven  and  burned  Fairfield  and  Norwalk.  After  that,  no  more  attacks  were  made 
on  the  coast  towns  until  1781.  However,  there  must  have  been  great  apprehen¬ 
sion  all  along  the  Connecticut  shore,  following  the  British  raids.  The  only 
American  coastal  fortifications  were  Fort  Trumball  and  Fort  Griswold,  located 
at  New  London.  _  -  .  . 

The  next  episode  of  Hezekiah  (6)‘s  life  is  taken  from  the  recollections 
of  his  grandson,  Horace  Ford.  Horace's  statement  that  Hezekiah  lived  in 
Abington  is  puzzling.  Possibly,  if  Horace's  recollections  are  correct,  Hezekiah 
returned  to  his  birthplace,  Abington,  after  his  service.  This  is  what  Horace 
writes:  "...Hezekiah  Grand-father  of  Horace,  lived  in  Abington,  Mass.  He 
walked  from  there  to  Cummington,  with  ax  and  pack  on  his  back,  worked  in 

I 

Cummington  through  the  summer,  clearing  land,  and  going  back  to  Abington  to 
spend  the  winter.  When  he  came  to  Cummington  the  third  time,  he  brought  his 
wife  and  afterward  made  Cummington  his  home.  His  wife's  name  was  Huldah 
Cobb."  The  Cummington  town  records  contain  a  certified  copy  of  Hezekiah' s 
and  Huldah' s  marriage;  it  was  performed  in  Abington  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Niles, 
February  4,  1787.  Lewis  (7)  Ford  gives  the  date  as  January  23,  as  does  David 
Cobb,  Huldah*  s  father.  Hezekiah  and  Huldah  had  nine  children,  Ansel,  Cyrus, 
Darius,  Otis,  Hannah,  Delia,  Otis  2nd,  Roxy  and  Lewis.  Only  four  of  these 
lived  to  adulthood,  the  oldest,  Ansel,  the  twins,  Cyrus  and  Darius,  and  the 
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youngest,  Lewis.  Ansel  married  Deborah  Tower;  they  had  thirteen  children. 

Most  of  this  family  emigrated  to  northwestern  Ohio,  around  1841.  George  Ford 
has  written  a  genealogy  about  these  Fords.  Cyrus'  family  will  be  described 
below.  Darius  married  (1)  Eunice  Orcutt,  (2)  her  sister,  Hulda  Orcutt  Dawes, 
emigrated  to  Ohio  about  1837.  Lewis,  whose  notes  have  been  quoted  many  times 
in  this  paper,  married  (1)  Christia  Lyman,  (2)  Florintha  Whitmarsh  Dawes  Bates; 
he  came  with  his  family  to  Cleveland  in  1853. 

The  year  Hezekiah  (6)  was  married,  1787,  he  received  half  his  father's 
Gumming  ton  property.  At  this  time,  according  to  his  son  Lewis,  he  lived  in  a 
house  about  10  rods  (50  yards)  southwest  of  the  Old  Meetinghouse  on  the  Hill: 
here  his  older  children  were  born.  George  Ford  places  this  house  as  "Well  up 
on  the  hill  from  the  village  of  Cummington,  and  before  you  get  to  the  place  where 
the  mill  was,  ..."  (Charles  Prescott's),  and  mentions  a  large  stone  chimney 
standing  there  in  1910.  In  1954,  there  was  no  trace  of  house  or  chimney.  In 
1795,  Hezekiah  (6)  received  the  remainder  of  his  father's  Cummington  land; 
perhaps  it  was  at  this  time  that  he  moved  to  a  house  on  his  farm,  located  about 
80  rods  (400  yards)  south  of  the  Meetinghouse.  This  house  is  still  standing  and 
is  owned  by  Alfred  Morey.  Behind  the  present  barn  is  an  avenue,  flanked  on 
either  side  with  a  double  row  of  maples,  a  distinguishing  feature  of  the  old  Ford 
farm.  There  is  also  a  double  row  of  maples  along  the  road  leading  from  the  Old 
Meetinghouse  site  to  the  farm.  The  view  from  this  hilltop  farm  is,  as  Kate  Ford 
Whitman,  Hezekiah's  great-granddaughter  wrote,  when  she  saw  it,  "Thrillingly 
beautiful !" 

Hezekiah  (6)  was  a  farmer,  like  his  father  and  grandfather.  He  also  had 
sexton  duties  in  the  Meetinghouse,  as  attested  by  this  note  of  1805,  from  the  town 
meeting  records;  "Voted  Hezekiah  Ford  Jr.  ,  to  take  care  of  the  meeting-house,  - 
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to  wash  it  twice,  and  sweep  it  once  a  month,  and  sweep  the  alleys  once  a  week, 
for  $5."  Lewis  Ford  pays  this  tribute  to  his  father,  "He  was  a  farmer,  a  man 
of  good  common  sense,  which  enables  a  man  to  make  the  best  use  of  what  he 
knows.  " 


Hezekiah  (6)  and  his  wife,  Huldah,  went  to  live  on  the  Gumming  ton  farm 
of  their  son,  Cyrus,  in  1834,  and  there  Huldah  died,  September  11,  1835.  A 
family  note  says  she  was  very  large  and  heavy  with  dropsy.  Seven  years  later, 
Hezekiah  came  to  live  on  Cyrus'  Cleveland  farm,  and  died  there,  December  19, 
1848,  eight  days  before  his  eighty-ninth  birthday.  One  account  says  that 
Hezekiah  was  old  and  infirm,  but  grandson  Horace  recalls  that  Hezekiah  had 
most  remarkable  health,  had  lost  no  teeth,  nor  did  he  have  any  unsound  ones. 

He  is  buried  in  the  East  Cleveland  cemetery,  on  118th  St.  ,  his  grave  marked 
with  a  stone  presented  by  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  He  is  one  of  the 
few  Revolutionary  soldiers  buried  in  Cleveland. 

The  head  of  the  fourth  generation  of  Fords  in  Gumming  ton  was  a  twin, 
Cyrus  (7),  born  May  16,  1790,  probably  in  the  house  southwest  of  the  Old 
Meetinghouse.  He  married  Clarissa  Whitmarsh  in  1817,  when  he  was  twenty- 
seven,  and  she  was  twenty-five.  They  had  six  sons,  born  in  Cummington, 
Horace,  Horatio,  Henry,  Francis,  Lewis  and  George.  All  lived  to  adulthood 
except  George  and  all  settled  eventually  in  Cleveland.  Many  of  their  descendants 
still  live  there.  A  record  of  their  marriages  and  children  is  given  in  the 
Appendix.  Most  of  the  following  information  about  Cyrus  is  taken  from  the 
recollections  of  his  son,  Horace. 

Like  his  predecessors,  Cyrus  was  a  farmer;  his  farm  adjoined  his 
father's  on  the  northeast.  In  1834,  Cyrus  built  a  stone  house,  located  about  300 
yards  south  of  the  church;  this  site  has  not  been  found.  Horace  writes;  "On  the 
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north  side  of  the  house  was  a  small  orchard  of  early  fruit.  Adjoining  this  on 
the  east  was  a  nursery  of  fruit  trees  for  his  own  use,  and  for  sale.  On  the  south 
was  the  family  garden."  The  district  school  was  the  only  house  in  sight;  here 
his  boys  went  to  school.  The  nearest  neighbor  on  the  north  was  Mitchell  Dawes, 
father  of  Senator  Henry  L.  Dawes  of  Massachusetts.  From  1831  to  1835,  Cyrus 
raised  Merino  sheep  for  their  wool. 

It  was  one  of  Cyrus’  business  ventures  which  brought  his  family  from 
Massachusetts  to  Ohio  in  1837  and  1838.  About  this  time,  there  had  been  a 
general  surge  of  interest  in  the  United  States  in  the  raising  of  silk  worms  and 
the  production  of  silk.  The  worms  fed  upon  the  leaves  of  the  mulberry  trees, 
especially  the  South  Sea  Island  mulberry,  or  moris  multicaulis.  Cyrus  became 
interested  in  this  speculation,  and,  in  the  summer  of  1836,  formed  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  Alexis  Painter  and  James  Dawes  to  raise  and  sell  these  mulberry 
trees.  The  company  sent  James  Dawes  to  Ohio,  in  November,  with  the  trees, 
but  he  died  two  weeks  after  he  reached  Granville.  The  following  February, 

Cyrus  left  Cummington  to  take  charge  of  the  mulberry  tree  business  in  Ohio. 
Horatio,  his  second  son,  not  quite  twelve  years  old,  went  with  him.  They 
started  with  horse  and  buggy,  the  buggy  mounted  on  a  sled,  and  came  on  runners 
as  far  as  Chester,  Ohio,  from  there  by  wheels.  The  same  horse  brought  them 
all  the  way.  The  trip  probably  lasted  about  eight  weeks.  In  October  of  the  same 
year,  1837,  Cyrus'  wife,  Clarissa,  came  to  Ohio,  and  they  spent  the  winter 
visiting  in  Lucas  County,  Ohio,  and  in  Michigan.  The  next  spring,  Cyrus  sent 
for  the  other  four  boys,  Horace,  Henry,  Frank  and  Lewis,  who  came  in  charge 
of  Ansel,  Cyrus'  older  brother.  Their  trip,  from  Cummington,  Massachusetts, 
to  Massillon,  Ohio,  took  about  two  weeks.  They  came  by  wagon  from  Cumming¬ 
ton  to  Albany,  -  two  days;  eight  days  on  the  Erie  Canal  from  Albany  to  Buffalo; 
then  waited  two  days  for  a  boat,  -  the  first  that  season,  -  to  take  them  across 
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Lake  Erie  to  Cleveland.  From  Cleveland  to  Massillon,  the  canal  trip  lasted  two 
nights  and  a  day. 

Unfortunately,  Cyrus'  business  did  not  prosper.  He  had  moved  his 
trees  from  Granville  to  Massillon,  where  a  Mr.  Duncan  had  offered  him  a  farm, 
rent  free,  for  a  year  or  more.  At  first,  he  grew  and  sold  the  trees:  then,  in 
1839,  the  silk  bubble  burst,  and  the  trees  were  no  longer  in  demand.  Cyrus 
attempted  to  continue  the  business,  by  raising  and  feeding  the  worms,  but  could 
not  get  them  to  spin,  and  they  all  died.  Failure  of  this  business,  together  with 
failure  of  health,  -  ague  trouble,  -  brought  Cyrus  to  Cleveland  in  1841.  There 
he  bought  a  100  acre  farm,  east  of  the  city  limits  of  those  days,  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  present  Ford  Drive  and  Euclid  Avenue,  He  continued  farming:  he  was 
one  of  the  first  farmers  of  the  area  to  grow  watermelons;  he  also  maintained  a 
herd  of  dairy  cattle.  About  1850,  he  divided  his  land  among  his  sons.  Horace 
relates  the  details  of  these  transactions,  but  they  will  not  be  repeated  here,  as 
this  sketch  is  chiefly  concerned  with  Cummington, 

Cyrus  visited  Cummington  several  times  after  his  emigration  to  Ohio, 
once  in  1839,  again  in  1842.  Clarissa  accompanied  him  on  this  latter  trip:  this 
time,  they  disposed  of  most  of  their  proper.ty,  receiving  $1700.  ,  and  brought 
Cyrus*  father  back  to  Cleveland  with  them.  The  final  pieces  of  Cummington 
property  were  sold  in  1858. 

In  Cummington,  Cyrus  had  been  a  member  of  a  Masonic  Lodge,  but 
resigned  when  the  Masons  were  said  to  have  murdered  a  man  for  revealing 
their  secrets.  After  that,  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  secret  societies.  In  his 
active  political  life,  he  voted  first  with  the  Whigs,  then  with  the  Abolition  Liberty 
party.  He  is  said  to  have  had  much  to  do  with  the  operation  of  the  underground 
railway  in  Cleveland,  an  organization  which  helped  slaves  to  escape  to  Canada. 
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T.  D.  Peck,  who  had  worked  on  Cyrus'  farm,  wrote:  "I  have  known  of  his 
evening  journeys  v/ith  his  covered  market  wagon  down  to  the  Boat  landing,  when 
he  had  other  freight  than  vegetables."  In  "Pioneer  Families  of  Cleveland"  is  the 
story  of  Cyrus  helping  a  beautiful  girl  and  little  boy,  both  nearly  white  in  color, 
to  escape.  The  fugitives  were  hidden  in  his  home;  the  woman  was  dressed  in 
fine  clothes  and  the  little  boy  disguised  as  a  girl.  They  were  then  driven  to  the 
dock  in  style  and  embarked  safely  on  the  ship  to  Canada,  right  under  the  watch¬ 
ful  eyes  of  those  commissioned  to  capture  them. 

Cyrus'  church  affiliations  were  Presbyterian  and  Congregational. 

There  is  no  evidence,  in  Ford  family  history,  to  support  the  assertion  made  in 
"Pioneer  Families  of  Cleveland,"  that  the  Fords  were  "partly  Quaker  in  descent." 
In  Cummington,  the  older  Fords  had  belonged  to  the  town  Congregational  church. 
When  Cyrus  came  to  Ohio,  Horace  writes,  he  and  his  wife  were  converted  in 
Massillon  and  joined  the  Presbyterian  church  there.  Cyrus  joined  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  East  Cleveland,  January,  1842,  and  was  dismissed  in 
November,  1843,  when  he  and  Clarissa  became  charter  members  of  the  present 
Euclid  Avenue  Congregational  Church.  He  served  as  an  elder  of  that  church 
until  the  spring  of  1860. 

Cyrus  was  a  very  straightforward  and  fair-minded  person;  he  was  often 
selected  to  referee  disputes.  He  based  his  decisions  on  all  questions  that  came 
before  him  on  what  he  believed  to  be  right  in  the  case.  He  had  an  intense  hatred 
of  sham  and  never  hesitated  to  denounce  it.  He  was  "a  leader  in  every  good 
work,"  a  kind  and  tender-hearted  man.  He  was  of  ordinary  height,  weighed  about 
150  pounds,  had  brown  hair,  which  never  turned  gray,  and  brown  eyes.  Horace, 
Horatio  and  Henry  resembled  him.  In  the  spring  of  1852,  he  and  his  son,  Horace, 
built  a  brick  house  on  Euclid  Avenue,  where  the  Hotel  Commodore  now  stands. 
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Cyrus  died  here,  April  13,  1864,  just  a  month  before  his  seventy-fourth  birth¬ 
day. 

Clarissa,  Cyrus'  wife,  had  light  brown  hair,  a  little  sandy:  one  writer 
says:  "Her  hair  of  a  titian  shade  never  turned  gray,  but  retained  its  color  and 
luster  to  the  end  of  her  days,  "  She  was  tall;  Lewis  and  Frank  resembled  her. 

She  possessed  the  same  judicial  temperament  as  her  husband,  was  even-tempered 
and  a  clear  thinker,  reserved  with  strangers,  but  of  a  kind  disposition.  She  came 
from  a  very  religious  family:  "as  honest  as  Deacon  Whitmarsh"  was  a  byword  in 
Cummington.  Her  family  was  also  very  musical  and  some  of  her  sons  inherited 
this  aptitude.  Horace,  Henry  and  Lewis  "sang  more  or  less;"  Horace  also 
played  the  cello.  Clarissa  was  a  most  efficient  weaver;  could  easily  produce 
twenty  to  forty  yards  of  linen  or  woollen  cloth.  She  lived  in  her  Ford  Drive  home 
until  1872,  when  she  moved  in  with  her  son,  Horace.  She  died  there,  October  26, 
1874,  aged  eighty-two.  Both  she  and  Cyrus  are  buried  in  the  East  Cleveland 
cemetery. 

Cyrus  Ford  started  the  exodus  of  this  branch  of  Fords  from  Cummington: 
his  three  brothers  soon  followed  westward,  bringing  their  families  with  them, 

i 

leaving  behind  them  only  a  few  traces  of  their  sojourn  in  the  Berkshire  Hills. 

Gone,  also,  is  the  village  on  Cummington  Hill;  only  a  few  scattered  houses 
remain,  -  the  Ford  home,  the  Briggs  and  Dawes  homes.  The  beauty  of  the 
scenery  still  exists,  however;  the  views  out  across  the  hills  to  other  hills,  with 
here  and  there  a  white  steeple  rising  out  of  the  trees.  In  the  fall,  the  colors  are 
breath-taking.  A  trip  to  Cummington  and  a  drive  up  into  these  steep  hills  is 
surely  rewarding,  whether  the  traveler  is  a  seeker  of  the  past,  an  admirer  of  the 
present,  or  both. 
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SONS  OF  CYRUS  AND  CLARISSA  FORD 
With  Their  Wives  And  Children 


I.  HORACE  FORD,  b  Oct.  22  1823  Cummington,  Mass.  ,  d  May  28  1905 
Cleveland,*  O.  ,  m  (1)  Nov.  24  1852  Cleveland,  Sarah  Aurelia  Dawes, 
b  May  15  1829  Cummington,  d  Mar.  24  1877  Cleveland,  m  (2)  Feb.  25  1880 
Cleveland,  Mary  Charlotte  Hovey,  b  May  30  1836  (probably  LeRoy,  N.  Y.  ). 
d  Dec.  9  1883  Cleveland,  in  (3)  Nov.  4  1885  Cleveland,  Margaret  Eliza 
Talbot,  b  Dec.  7  1844,  Claridon,  O.  ,  d  Mar.  22  1920,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 
CHILDREN:  born  in  Cleveland: 

1.  Ida  Lavinia,  b  Sept.  10  1856,  d  Sept.  4  1864  Cleveland. 

2.  Mary  Augusta,  b  July  2  1859,  d  May  18  1949  Cleveland, 

m  Aug.  26  1886  Cleveland,  Jesse  Byron  Fay, 
b  Sept.  8  1860  Sandusky,  O.  ,  d  Dec.  11  1933 
Willoughby,  O.  ;  children,  Horace  Byron,  Thomas 
Hayes,  Elizabeth. 

3.  Nellie  Lucretia,  b  Aug.  4  1861,  d  Mar.  3  1939  Cleveland 

Heights,  O.  ,  m  July  8  1886  Cleveland,  Jesse  William-S 
Alton,  b  6  1 8 5 ^ ,  d  Mar.  30  1904 

Cleveland;  child,  George  Ford. 

4.  James  Dawes,  b  Feb.  4  1864,  d  Sept.  4  1864  Cleveland. 

5.  Arthur  Horace,  b  Oct.  9  1868,  d  Nov.  20  1918  Willoughby, 

O.  ,  m  Oct.  23  1906  West  Cleveland  (Lakewood),  as 
2nd  husband,  Ann  (Primett)  Bartlett,  id*iS>68  England, 
da  Ai mkis  she  m  (3)  Samuel  Low#; 

b  frcb.'Tlfrb<  J~  n-e.  .  ,  dict.-ic  hsi  Axw  ^  ./Yd., 

no  children. 

II.  HORATIO  CYRUS  FORD,  b  July  24  1825  Cummington,  d  July  14  1876 
Cleveland,  m  Mar.  14  1848  Cleveland,  Martha  Cordelia  Cozad,  b  May  27 
1825  Cleveland,  d  Jan.  17  1916  Cleveland. 

CHILDREN:  born  in  Cleveland: 

1.  Clarissa  Ann,  b  May  20  1840,  d  Dec.  20  1930  Liberty, 

Ind.  ,  m  Oct.  15  1873  Cleveland,  Lyman  Austin  Gould, 
b  Aug.  30  1841  Pekin,  N.  Y.  ,  d  ; 

children,  Horatio  Clark,  Kate  Cordelia,  Mary  Alice, 

Lyman  Austin  Jr. 

2.  Ella  Minerva,  b  Aug.  20  1850,  d  Sept.  13  1927  Cleveland, 

m  Nov.  5  1878  Cleveland,  William  Franklyn  Brunner, 
b  Sept.  8  1854  Cleveland,  d  Nov.  28  1917  Cleveland; 
children,  Louise,  Marion  Ford,  Ford  Whitman. 

3.  Horatio  Clark,  b  Aug.  25  1853,  d  Aug.  25  1915  Cleveland, 

m  Oct,  17  1877  Cleveland,  Ida  Flay  Thorp,  b  Aug.  10 
1855  Alexander,  N.  Y.  ,  d  June  18  1935  Cleveland; 
children,  Mildred  Elm,  Horatio,  Lauretta,  Cyrus 
Clark,  David  Knight,  Baldwin  Whitmarsh;  Ida  Thorp 
Ford  m  (2)  July  3  1933  Cleveland,  Dr.  Philip  I.  Marvel 
of  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.  ,  b  Sept.  15  1856  Kent  Co.,  Del., 
d  Aug.  6  1938  Bushkill,  Pa. 

4.  Walter  Henry,  b  May  20  1855,  d  Apr.  10  1912  Clearwater, 

Fla.  ,  unm. 

5.  Kate  Cordelia,  b  July  9  1859,  d  Mar.  3  1915  Cleveland, 

m  Mar.  15  1892  Indianapolis,  Ind.  ,  as  2nd  wife,  Bryant 
Freeman  Whitman,  b  Dec.  1  1846  Cleveland,  d  June  9 
1906  Cleveland;  children,  Walter  Freeman,  Cordelia. 
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III.  HENRY  FORD,  b  Nov.  24  1826  Cummington,  d  May  19  1904  Cleveland, 

m  Mar.  26  1851  Cleveland,  Martha  Slaght,  b  Apr.  2  1831  Euclid,  O.  ,  d  Sept. 

12  1925  Cleveland  Heights. 

CHILDREN:  born  in  Cleveland: 

1.  Julia  Tahpenes,  b  Apr.  5  1853,  d  Mar.  25  1946  Cleveland, 

unm . 

2.  Mary  Alice,  b  Mar.  27  1856,  d  Jan.  2  1936  Cleveland, 

m  Nov.  27  1888  Cleveland,  Dr.  George  Coates 
Ashinun,  b  Jan.  31  1841,  Tallmadge,  O.  ,  d  June  25 
1929  Cleveland  Heights;  children,  Russell  Ford, 

Lewis  Henry,  George  Slaght,  Bernice. 

3.  Harry  Slaght,  b  Aug.  18  1864,  d  June  22  1942  Stockbridge, 

Mass.  ,  m  Nov.  8  1887  Atchison,  Kan.  ,  Minnie  Hull, 
b  June  19  1864  Cleveland,  d  Feb.  3  1942  Daytona  Beach, 

Fla.  ;  children,  Henry  Webster,  Clement  Hull. 

4.  Louise/  b  Oct.  27  1869,  d  May  23  1954,  Cleveland,  unm. 

IV.  FRANCIS  (FRANK)  FORD,  b  May  1  1828  Cummington,  d  Nov.  1  1903  Cleve¬ 
land,  m  Sept.  18  1851  Cleveland,  Mercy  Fuller,  b  Sept.  8  1833  Parkman,  O.  , 

d  Sept.  13  1901  Cleveland. 

CHILDREN:  born  in  Cleveland: 

1.  Frank  L.  ,  b  Jan.  26  1853,  d  Sept.  28  1897  Cleveland,  m 

Oct.  3  1877  Cleveland,  Eva  Maria  Hurlbut,  b  Aug.  13 
1853  Madrid,  N.  Y.  ,  d  Aug.  14  1922  Cleveland;  children, 
Florence  Jeannette,  Elizabeth  Ranney,  Frank  Hurlbut, 

Hurlbut  Ashman,  Denison  H, 

2.  Edwin  L.,  b  Aug.  29  1854,  d  Mar.  24  1901  Cleveland,  m  Jan. 

19  1882  Cleveland,  Nellie  L.  Keith,  b  Dec,  4  1856 
Cleveland,  d  Mar,  17  1889  Cleveland;  children,  Myron 
Keith,  Edwin  L.  Jr. 

3.  Minnie,  b  Feb.  10  1856,  d  Nov.  27  1859  Cleveland. 

4.  Charles  L.,  b  Aug.  12  1861,  d  July  12  1899  Cleveland, 

unm. 

5.  Maria,  b  Mar.  17  1866,  d  Aug.  16  1942  Larchmont,  N.  Y.  , 

m  Oct.  19  1892  Cleveland,  Rev.  William  Henry  Jones, 
b  Dec.  8  1864  Cleveland,  d  Apr.  4  1941  New  Rochelle, 

N.  Y,  ;  children,  Mary,  Helen,  William  Henry  Jr.  , 

Francis  Ford. 

6.  Fannie,  b  Aug.  30  1871,  d  Nov.  13  1882  Cleveland. 

V.  LEWIS  WHITMARSH  FORD,  b  Dec.  12  1830  Cummington,  d  Jan.  27  1899 
Cleveland,  m  Nov.  21  1860  (probably  Tallmadge),  Anna  Elmina  Fenn,  b  July 
1  1833  Tallmadge,  O.  ,  d  Mar.  22  1899  Cleveland. 

CHILDREN: 

1.  Myra  Elizabeth,  b  Mar.  10  1862  Tallmadge,  d  Jan.  2  1869 

Cleveland. 

2.  Harriet  Fenn,  b  Nov.  17  1863  Cleveland,  d  July  7  1950 

Cleveland,  m  June  12  1889  Cleveland,  William  Francis 
Sprague,  b  Jan.  28  1861  Cleveland,  d  Oct.  21  1926 
Cleveland;  children,  George  William,  Virginia, 

Leonard  Ford,  Helen,  Charles  Hamilton, 

3.  George  Whitmar sh,  b  Nov.  8  1865  Cleveland,  d  June  2 

1918  Cleveland,  m  Oct.  2  1805  Cleveland,  Frances 
Eloise  Bailey,  b  Oct.  26  1872  Cincinnati,  O.  ; 
child,  Daniel  Bailey. 
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4.  Anna  Grace,  b  Jan.  6  1871  Cleveland,  d  Apr.  2  1924 

Cincinnati,  m  Apr.  22  1903  Cleveland,  as  2nd  wife, 

James  Sumner  Monroe,  b  1858  Xenia,  O.  , 

d  Sept.  22  1922  Cincinnati;  child,  James  Ford. 

5.  Lewis  Augustus,  b  Aug.  6  1872  Cleveland,  d  Nov.  26 

1919  Cincinnati,  m  Mar,  1  1899  Cleveland, 

Elizabeth  Louise  Meade,  b  June  20  1874  Cleveland, 
d  July  22  1937  Glendale,  O.  ;  child,  Althea  Fenn. 

VI.  GEORGE  FORD,  b  May  1  1832  Cummington,  d  June  15  1832  Cummington. 


*  The  area  in  which  these  families  lived  is  now  part  of  the  city  of  Cleveland. 

It  was  included  in  East  Cleveland  Township  in  1847  and  annexed  to  Cleveland 
in  1892.  The  older  Fords  spoke  of  their  place  of  residence  as  "East  Cleve¬ 
land.  "  However,  in  this  compilation,  the  general  designation  of  "Cleveland" 
will  be  used,  to  avoid  confusion  with  the  present  East  Cleveland,  a  city  which 
lies  to  the  east  of  the  original  Ford  properties. 
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